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Almighty and understood what He said, when by a certain num- 
ber of chapters a day they had read the Scriptures once or twice 
over" (p. 30). It is not too much to say that Hobbes' greatest 
interest in absolutism was that it carried Erastianism in its 
bosom and the contract theory could be made its fostermother. 
It was not enough that the social compact should become a 
treacherous defence for Hampdens: it had itself to be the title 
of King Charles for shipmoney because it had to yield — what 
the "right of kings" had not professed to yield till the time came 
when it had to serve for everything — a ground for holding that 
the sovereign was the judge "when it comes to the confession" 
of a man's religious faith. The greatest of all the powers of 
sovereignty was the one most axiomatic. 



G. C. Rankin. 
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An Introduction to the Republic of Plato. By William 
Boyd, M. A., B. Sc. London : Swan Sonnenschein & Co. 
Pp. v, 196. 

The aim of this modest volume is, firstly, to help "the be- 
ginner in philosophy who finds Plato difficult"; secondly, to be 
of assistance to "readers who, though not especially interested in 
philosophy, wish to know something of one of the great classics 
of thought." The contents were first given to the world as a 
course of lectures delivered as Ewing Fellow at Glasgow; these 
have been recast and some new sections added. 

In its present form the book consists of an introductory section 
followed by ten short chapters corresponding roughly, though not 
exactly, to the usual divisions of the Republic. The exposition 
is excellent for the kind of reader intended. The analysis is 
clear, the explanations and criticisms are marked by a sound 
common sense not always found in commentators upon Plato. 
In one respect only does the writer unwittingly mislead his 
readers, viz. : his language throughout implies (if it does not 
directly assert) that the "Guardians" were, from the first, a 
small select body for whom alone the "education" was intended; 
that they formed a class by themselves apart from the subject 
workers between whom and themselves "a great gulf was fixed" — 
"Plato does not trouble himself about the education of his 
workers," etc. Surely no English reader could gather from 
language of this kind that Plato intended his ladder of education 
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for all his citizens, each of whom was to climb as far as he 
could, the point beyond which any individual failed to get 
marking, eo ipso, the kind of work (the station in life) for 
which he was fitted. The "rulers" were merely exceptionally 
gifted individuals, impossible to discover except by the process 
itself, who were able to reach the top. 

W. H. Fairbrother. 
Lincoln College, Oxford. 

Politics in New Zealand: Being the Chief Portions of the 
Political Parts of the Book Entitled "The Story of New Zeal- 
and." By Frank Parsons and C. F. Taylor. Selections ar- 
ranged by C. F. Taylor. Equity Series: 1520 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, 1904. Pp. 108. 

These careful selections from the large work on New Zealand, 
by Professor Parsons and Dr. Taylor, will put the gist of the 
bulky volume into the hands of a far larger number of people. 
The editor, Dr. C. F. Taylor, says in explanation, "My pur- 
pose has been to place the enlightening and inspiring facts of 
New Zealand's government and institutions before the people 
of our country. 'The Story of New Zealand,' was prepared with 
great labor and published at great expense, with that purpose in 
view, but it is a large and heavy book, selling at three dollars. Its 
size and cost prevent it from reaching the masses of our people, 
and the political facts, particularly, of that progressive country 
should reach the mind and thought of our voters. It is with a 
view of placing these political facts within the easy reach of the 
masses of our people, that I have selected the most important of 
these facts from the large book and arranged them as you see 
them in this unpretentious pamphlet. I hope that this little book 
will lead the reader to further studies along the line of progres- 
sive government, and particularly do I hope that our people may 
be inspired to emulate the example of New Zealand, and bring 
our government as close to the people as that of New Zealand 
is, and make it serve the interests of the common people." 

The idea was excellent to bring the contents of a three-dollar 
book into the hands of the humblest reader. 

The larger work published last year is perhaps the amplest and 
most practical statement yet made of the whole body of social 
legislation in that pioneer of fearless social experiment. It should 
be in every library and in the hand of every student. It was most 



